(submitted by MA-DOER 12/13/02)

Interconnection Information Tracking

The Collaborative needs additional time to discuss Information Tracking.  In preparation for the Final DG Interconnection filing the DG stakeholders will consider the following options for ensuring that appropriate information is accessible for an Annual (DG Stakeholder) Review of the interconnection standards.

1) The Utility Companies will voluntarily forward copies to DTE its correspondence with the DG Developer when:

a) The application is deemed complete and the clock begins ticking (copy of complete application sent to DTE);

b) The Utility notifies the Developer the clock has stopped ticking during the interconnection process for whatever reason;

c) The Utility notifies the Developer the studies that will be required, any upgrades, and their costs;

d) The Utility has completed the studies and upgrades necessary (content of studies, total cost for interconnection go to DTE);

e) An agreement has been executed between the Utility and the Developer.

2)  The DTE will hold annual compliance hearings to review the DG Interconnections attempted with the Utilities throughout the year.  The information from Option 1 is either forwarded as it occurs or compiled by Utilities into uniform spreadsheet form to be delivered in advance of the hearing.

3) The DTE will revise its Reporting Requirements in 220 CMR 8.07, requiring the Utilities to report the above information along with the data due on April 1 of each year (see Attachment A).

Attachment A

Below is the proposal to revise 220 CMR 8.07 so that the Distributed Generation Collaborative can adequately track the success of the state's new Uniform Interconnection Standards.  Revisions to (1)(d), (2)(e), and (2)(f), and the addition of (1)(h) are differentiated by [italicized and in brackets].

220 C.M.R. 8.07: Reporting Requirements

(1) Each Distribution Company shall file with the Department a report of new Qualifying Facility and On-Site Generating Facility activity in a calendar year, by April 1 of the  subsequent year (emphasis added). Such filing shall include:

(a) The name and address of the owner, and the address where the Qualifying Facility or On-Site Generating Facility is located; 

(b) A brief description of the type of Qualifying Facility or On-Site Generating Facility; 

(c) The primary energy source used by the Qualifying Facility or On-Site Generating Facility; 

(d) The date[s] of [Notice to Interconnect, executed Interconnection Agreement,] installation[,] and on-line date; 

(e) The method of delivering power to the Distribution Company (contractor net metering); 

(f) The design capacity of the Qualifying Facility or On-Site Generating Facility; 

(g) A brief discussion identifying any Qualifying Facility or On-Site Generating Facility that was denied interconnection by the Distribution Company [or that failed to bring its Interconnection Agreement to closure within the indicated interconnection timelines], including a statement of reasons for such denial [or failure to reach an agreement]. 

[(h) Copies of any studies resulting from a new Qualifying Facility or On-Site Generating Facility interconnecting with the Distribution Company and the associated costs to the customer.]

(2) Each Distribution Company shall file with the Department a report describing the incremental reductions in the purchases of electricity during a calendar year due to 
customer operations of, or purchases from, on-site renewable energy technologies; fuel cells; cogeneration equipment; On-Site Generating Facilities eligible for net metering; or cogeneration facilities of 60 KW or less which are eligible for net metering. Such filing shall be submitted to the Department by April 1 of the subsequent year, and it shall include: 
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(a) A brief discussion of the incremental reductions in purchases of electricity during the calendar year due to customer operations of, or purchases from: 

1. on-site renewable energy technologies; 
2. fuel cells; 
3. cogeneration equipment with a combined heat and power system efficiency of at least 50% based upon the higher heating value of the fuel used in the system; 
4. On-Site Generation Facilities eligible for net metering; or 
5. cogeneration facilities of 60 KW or less which are eligible for net metering; 


(b) A brief discussion of the effect of 220 CMR 8.07(2)(a) on the Distribution Company's transition charge, including a quantitative estimate of the lost dollar contribution to the Distribution Company's transition charge during the calendar year; 

(c) A brief discussion of the effect of 220 CMR 8.07(2)(a) on the Distribution Company's kilowatt hour sales during the calendar year; 

(d) An estimate of the percent of the Distribution Company's gross annual revenues that have been lost during the calendar year due to 220 CMR 8.07(2)(a); 


(e) A brief narrative identifying 0 [any] customers that have given notice to [interconnect with] the Distribution Company of their plans to reduce electricity purchases due to operations of, or purchases from a facility described in 220 CMR 8.07(2)(a). [Such narrative shall include all information described in 220 CMR 8.07(1)(a-h).]

